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of the great magnates, lay and clerical, who
governed principalities and dioceses among the
Germanics; nor was he technically fully Emperor
until he had been crowned by the Pope.
The office of Emperor was much the greatest
in Europe, though it had no strong immediate
political power, having no army of its own nor
any revenue of its own, but depending upon
the goodwill and support of the German Princes.
However, in itself, to be Emperor was the greatest
thing one could be; to marry the Emperor was
the greatest marriage one could make. When,
therefore, Joan of Aragon married Philip, this
son of Maximilian, bringing with her the newly
united Kingdom of Spain (which her children
would inherit as her brother was dead), there
was united (in prospect) under the rule of one
man, Philip of Hapsburg, The Empire, and in
direct rule large territories: including the im-
mensely wealthy Netherlands with their great
mercantile towns, southern Italy, which was
part of the Crown of Aragon; and all Spain,
with that new wealth which, it was now seen,
was going to pour in from beyond the
Atlantic.
It was a marriage which looked as though it
would put into one hand much the greatest
part of power in Europe, The only great country